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1. GSOUNCE was born on 20 Feb 1899 in LIEGHITZ (5112H-1612E) and moved

with his parents to BOROVICHI (5824N-3355E) in 1903. There, he attended the ele-
mentary and secondary school for § years. Before World Wer I, SOURCE returned
with his parents to Germany. He worked as an electrician for 24 years. SCURCE
speaks the Russian language fluently.

2. SOURCE was confined in the USSR in the following campss Number un-
known, IRLAVA (ecordimates unknown), PW camp, lay 45 $o Aug 46, worked as fam
hand on a collective farm and had only loose contact with Soviet citizens. Camp
#25, RIGA (5656N-2410E), PW cemp, Aug 46 to Sep 47, worked on road repair and had
no contact with Soviet citizens. Camp #25, HOSKVA (5545H-3T35E), FW camp, Sep 47
to Dee 48, worked for the camp administration and as an interpreter, had business
contaet only with camp officers,hed no private talks with them. Caup, number
unknown, BOROVICHI, PW camp, Dec 48 to Jul 49, worked on interpreting Ruscian news-
papers into German, had only loose contact with Soviet citizens and telked with
them privetely very seldom. Camps #19,61,35, and 17, VORKUTA (67308-6403E), all
forced lebor camps for politicel and criminal prisoners, Sep 49 %o Jul 50, worked
as electricisn in camps and coel mines and had close contact with Soviet citigens.
Camp, number unkmown, BRYANSKIY (4830H-3840E), forced lsbor camp for PWs, Aug 50
to Jan 52, worked as an electrician in a new coal processing plant, had close con-
teot with Sovict citizens. Camp #5110/1, KRASNOPOLYE (5047M-3515E), forced labor
camp for PWs, Jen 52 to Jul 52, worked as electrician in & coal mine and had close
contact with Soviet eitizens. Camp #5110/43, GUNDOROVEA (4621N-4001E), forced
labor cemp for FWe, Jul 52 to Dec 53, worked as an electrician in a new coel pro-
cessing plant, had olose contact with Soviet citizens. Two weeks prior fio repe-
triation, SOURCE returned to KRASNCPOLYE where the transport was composed.

a. OSOURCE was sentenced for "Espionage and Aggression against the
USSR" on 20 Jul 49 in BOROVICHI. Trial, presided over by a Sovied major, had two
jurors, one & lst Lt, the other a 2nd Lt. There was no defense attormsy. Trial
lasted ten minutes, SOURCE was twice sentenced to death. A4s capitel punishment
was sbolished in the USSR in 1947, sentence was commmted to twice 25 years at hard
labor =t the end of the trial. SOURCE had the impression that repatriation of
prisoners was arbitrary and had no commection with charges of sentences,

3. It is felt by this interviewer, that SOURCE's relisbility was fair,
and that he wae objective. At first, SOURCE was not too cooperative but after a
gertain "warm-up time", his willingness to cooperate was average.
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4 Part ﬂulnrly nppusad %o ‘tihe Swiat Regime were old people (50 and
older) becsuse they had known a better life and particularly disliked the stool-
pigeon system. BEthnic Germans from VOLGA district who mostly were deported were
opposed because they were removed from their (lﬂ'll.!) Home-stead. Opposing also
were forced laborers from Poland and the Baltic States which always had been natursl]
enemies of the Soviet Regime.

_ 5« Strong supporters of the Soviet Regime were party functionaries, a
major part of the intelligentsis, MVD members and the young ones who had growm up
in the "EOMSOMOLZ"™ Youth Organization. Party functionmaries, the intelligentsia,

and JND members supported the Regime because they had good positions, certain pri-
vileges, and had the chance to rise to higher positions when they showed their loyall-
ty« The young supported the Regime because they did not know better and were educalf-
ed in the spirit of Communist Dogma. They felt that the Regime with its pressure
was a natural method of selection.

6+ Major sources of discontent of free workers in KRASNOPOLYE and
GUNDOROVEA weres Inadequate supply of consumer goods and high prices of them,
low pay, denmunciation, corruption among leading personnel of government, party,
and iﬂuatry, liininterant in the paa;rla, fnmed. labor.
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STALIN was ragardaﬂ "as "father of the people” by those who supported
the B.as.t.nu and as a dictator by those who opposed the Regime, He was critized for
building up too mach power for himself. By those who supported the Regime he was
put on the same level with LENIN and was regarded as his heir. SOURCE talked about
this subject to free workers and members of the intelligentsia in BRYANSKIY,
KRASHOPOLYE and GUNDOROVKA.

8. A major part of free workers in GUNDOROVEA showed joy about STALIN's
death, while the reat and the intelligentsia kept reserved and neutral snd were in
a state of uncertainty., SOURCE could not decide whether these reactions were typicafl
of the rest of the population.

9. The Ammesty Act of 27 HMar 53 was carried out. SOUHCE had own know-
ledge and also learned from comrades that many convicts in VOREUTA, EKRASHOPOLYE
and CUNDOROVEA were released. SOURCE did not lmow if all prisoners were relessed
who fell within Ammesty categories. Political prisoners were not released. Free
workers in GUNDOROVEA were sceptical towards these measures. Some stated: Most
workers were worn out and were no good for work anyway. HNew arrests will be made
which will replace the released prisoners".

1l. Free workers in GUNDOROVEA reacted with joy to the price reduction law.
They were very satisfied with the price reductions and did not expect more for the
beginning. They got new hope that life would be better in some time.

12. Spontaneous anti-Semitlsm was caused by the announcement of the arrest
of the "KREMLIN Doctors". Inhabitants of GUNDOROVEA beat up Jews and asked for
their deportation. To the repudiation of the changes announced on 4 Apr 53, the
population did not react at all; they kept quiet; this move did mot lower the
prestige of the governmment to SOURCE's mindj he had no talks on this subject with
Soviet citizens. No rumors were heard that BIRIA had something to do with this
moves 13. PFree workers in GUNDOROVEA believed the official news that Allied
agents caused the revolt on 17 Jun 53. They did not express any sympathy for the
German workers. In Dec 53, when S0URCE was in a transit camp in KRASNOPOLYE, he
learned from comrades who returned from VORKUTA, that many German rioters had ar-
rived there.

14. As SOURCE learned from free workers in GURDOROVEA, the military post
commander of MOSKVA was responsible for BERIA's arrest. BERIA had issued a warrant
of arrest for HALENEOV and turned the warrant over to the post commander for execu-
tion. He, however, showed the warrant to MALENKOV who then ordered the arrest of
BERIA. Civilian workers were happy that BERIA was arrested because they held him
reaponsible for the deportations and the pressure of the MVD. MVD officials became

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT COMTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFEMSE OF THE UMITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE
ACT, 30 U. 5. C=—31 AND 31, A5 AMENDED. |75 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS [N ANY MANNER TO AM UNAUTHORIZED
PERSOM 15 PROHIBITED BY LAW. IT MAY HOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN. UMITED STATES AIR FORCE AGEMCIES, EX-
CEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGEMCE, USAF.

o \J° "|"I . |
%‘;‘k! I'-‘,H_I. .; UDNE!IQMT faL Air Forco—USAFE, Wibn, Ger-123-5753



UL LASEIELY FIE ECHZEIE\S.SECTEA

NNO PROJECT NUMBER YEAR DEC 27
RICHARD L. BOYLAN, NATIONAL ARGHIVES  DATE co rJIEEEI;'='-~':?S|I=|ED_ {

AF FORM 112—PAR! =

APPROVED 1 JUME 1948 e i R
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM | Agency) REPCRT MO,
7050th AISW (USAPE) 524=5342 ricE 3 oF 5 races

more friendly toward the German prisoners and seemed depressed by uncertsinty.

17. Free workers in GUNDOROVEA expleined that there was a power struggle
between Red Army and Party. Leaders were ZHUKOV for the Army and MALENKOV for the
Party. Both were liked by the people. ZHUEOV enjoyed sympathy for unkmown reasonsg
HMALENEKOV was liked because he was given credit for the ameliorative measures. One
worker explained the best would be when ZHUKOV and MALENKOV would make a fair deal
and build up a new govermnment together.

18, Free workers in GUNDOROVEA felt happier under the new regime. They
had new hope that everything would improve and government was trusted to carry
out its promisess. A few older workers, however, did not believe that the promises
would be fulfilled because, during the pest years, too many promises - were made and
none earried out. :
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. 53 W SOURCE was confined in & transit caump in KRASHOPOLYE,
he learned from comrades who returned from VORKUTA, that a revolt had brokem out
among the forced laborers in Jul 53, after the anncuncement of BERIA's dismissal.
The prisonersy led by Polish nationals, asked for better food, and separation of
political prisonmers from criminals. To butiress their demands, they strueck for
three days. At the first day of the strike, camps were encircled by MVD troops
who brought machine guns and light mortars in pesition. RUDENEO (former Soviet
Prosecutor in NUREMBERG Military Tribunal) arrived by plane from MOSKVA and talked
to the prisoners. Since they still refused to go to work, the MVD troops opened
fire. A total of about 100 prisoners in the area were killed, a large mumber
geriously wounded. After opening of fire, work was continued.

22, While SOURCE was confined in various camps in VORKUTA from Sep 49
to Jul 50, he met many prisomers who wers deported from the Baltic States in 1945-
19473 members of "JEHOVA's Witnesses", of Soviet and German nationality who were
deported in 1949/50; and members of the former VLASOV Army. From the latter he
iearned that moesat of their comrades were killed.

#ly Hi
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H
% ; f was confined in, or knew about, following forced labor campss
In VORKUTA: Sep 49 to Jul 50, Camp #19, 870 inmates, 45 Germans, rest Soviet poli-
tical and eriminsl prisoners, worked on coal mine gonstrj; #51, 2,500, German, Soviet
a few Latvians' political and oriminal, worked on comsir of a cement plamtj #27,
2,500, 50# Soviet, a few Estonians and Latvians, political and criminal, worked in
a brickyard; #15, 500, Soviet criminals, sentenced to special hard labor, worked
on constr of a cement plant, separated from other prisonmers; #29, 1,800 Germans,
Soviete, Estonians, Latvians, Jews, and Mohammedans, political and crimimal, worked
in coal minesj #17, 2,000, Baltics predominant, political, worked im cogl minmes;
#18, 1,200, Soviet political and criminals, worked in coal mines; #35, 300, recuper|-
ation camp, Germens predominant, no work; Camp PERESILKA (transit camp),15000-2,000
varying, Soviets, Germans, Baltics, Germans from Eastern Prussia and the 852G,
Japanese, Chinesg,and Kalmyks, worked in coal mines. All camps mentioned above
were still active in Dec 53 as SOURCE learned from comrades he met later. MAug 50
%o Jan 52, Camp, number unknown, BRYANSKIY, 1,200-1,600, political ex-PWs, worked
on house constr and constr of a coal processing plant ZOV (ZENTRALWNYE OBOGOTITELNAY
FABRIKA - Central coal processing plant). Jan 52 to Jul 52, KRASNOPOLYE, #144/1,
later changed to 5110/1, 1,200, political ex-PWs, about 50 Spaniards, reds of
Spanish Civil War 1956 and members of Franco-Spanish "Blue Division", worked on
house constr, in coal mines and stone quarries. Jul 52 to Dec 53, GUNDOROVEKA,
#144/4, later changed to 5110/45, 800, ex-PWs, most Germans, worked on constr of a
coal processing plant (ZOV) and on house comstr. All camps memtioned above were
still aetive in Dee 535 as SOURCE knew of own experience or learmed from comrades.
24. In Wov 49, when SOURCE was confimed in transit camp in VORKUTA, he
lived together in the same room with an USAF colonel,  Name unkmown, 35-36, 1.70-
1.75 m, blond hair, eyes of a light color (blue or grey), lean face, broad-shoulder|-
ed, slender, mo info on residence in USA. He wore Russian trousers, jacket and
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shirt and a US brown leather jacket, limed with black lamb fur. EEUREI himself
spoke no English, however, he was present when comrades talked with the colomel in
English who told the following, story: He was caught by Soviet soldiers in BERLIN,
close to the border of the Soviet sector in beginning of 1949. Was pushed into a
car and brought to KARLSHORST (5229N-1332E) where he was interrogated by MVD for a
few days. He was them transported by plane to MOSKVA and locked up in the
LYUBLANEA Prison, where he was sentenced to 25 years hasd labor on the charge of
espionage againat the USSR. He arrived in the transit camp in VORKUTA in Nov 49,
was then iramnsferred to an unknown camp in the area, In Jan or Feb 50, when SOURCE
was confined in Camp #35 in VORKUTA, he met a Mr. NEUMANN, Karl, boin sbout 1893,
was from DANZIG (5421N-1840E), manager of the AMADA Margarine Plant, was sentenced
to 15 years hard labor in 1947 or 1948, for "stealing Soviet Property” in that he
used sunflower oil for producing margarine, In  Oet 49, when SOURCE wes confined
in Camp #19, in VORKUTA, professor Dr.KRONBERGER or KRONEBERGER, born about 1893,
1,70 my; grey hair; lean face, sharp, pointed nose, deep set eyes, narrow lips, as-
cetic type,; arrived. He was a lecturer of inorganic chemistry at the LEIPZIG
(5118N-1220E) University end was made a professor by Soviet Authorities in 1946,
Sometime in 1949, he was called to IUEKTL and regeived orders to work in the USSH
on a certain project of which he did mot talk. Work on this project was refused by
him (reasens not given) for which he was sentenced to 25 years hard labor, charge
unknown, On or about Christmas 1949, an MVD officer picked the professor up and
told him he was %o bring him to HOSKVA, SOURCE never heard again of this man.
Two tramsports of forced laborers per week, Tuesdays and Fridays, arrived im ¥
strength of transports verying between 30 and 150. From Nov 49 on, German eivili
from S2G, men, womsn, boys and girls from 16 years up, arrived every three or four
weeks, Host came from BERLIN and Saxony. They were sentenced to hard lasbor from
15 years up on charges of espionage by German and Soviet courts and were locked up
in the ORANIENBURG f52453-13141) prison prior their deportation. A Dr. Dr.ZIMATIS,
6162, 1,70 my slender, broad shouldered, grey hair, chemist, former colomel in the
General Staff in STALINGRAD (4842K-4430E), was transferred with SOUHCE to
BRYANSKIY in Aug 50. This man worked for the Soviet camp administration, usually
censoring letters of the prisoners. He was not liked by the comrades and was sepa-
rated by them beecsuse he waa one of the leaders of the national committee "Free
Germany". He was suspected by prisoners to be a stool-pigeon. SOURCE learned from
comrades that Dr. ZIMATIS was brought to MOSKVA by MVD officer STHERN, a Jew, in
Jul 53« In Sep 53, the man returned and immediately was put in a transpori of pri-
soners being repatriszted. He told comrades that he would take up residence in
DUESSELDORF (5114W-0645E). Rumors among the prisoners said that Dr. ZIMATIS would
be an agent farr ‘hhe nssn.
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SO0URCE was told by free workers in XRASNOPOLYE and GUNDOROVEA that
they liﬂ-nad to VOA broadcasts almost daily between 2400 hours and 0200 hours,
transmitted from RIAS BERLIN or other tranemitters in Burope.

28, Recelving of programs was good, however, the time of broadcast was
not propitious becsuse Russian tranemitters ended their programe about 2400 hours
or transmitted music programs omly after this time. BSo, bypassers hearing spoken
Russian in the radio after this time, easily could find out that the owner of the
radio was listening to foreign broadecasts.

29, SOURCE never heard that listeners to VOA showed any resentments be-
cause Soviet lsaders were attacked.

30, Some listeners seeued to believe the news of VOA while others were
weighing VOA news against Soviet news and tried to make up their own piecture. In
general , the listeners were glad to hear foreign broadcasta., Listeners to whom
SOURCE talked sbout this subject, were free workers working on comstr of new coal
mines and a coal processing plant, age between 35 and 503 two were constr engineersy
SOURCE talked to them during working hours or in the noon break, but dways alone.
No Soviet citizen ever make any criticising remark in the presence of another
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Joviet citizen.

31. Info on 17 Jun was received from RIAS and Russian broadcasts.
Listeners did not believe everything of RIAS because some of the news (not discus-
sed in detail) seemed padded and bloated.

32, Jamming of VOA in the USSR was not too effective as SOURCE learned
from listeners, In most cases, a little tuning was sufficient to overcome jamming.

33. Radios with short wave band could be bought on the open market. Ais
they coat about 3,000 rubles, they could be afforded only by the intelligentsis,
and high paid workers, such as specialists.
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